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Title: Progressive Sanctification (DD-24)

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of what the Bible teaches concerning progressive sanctification. 

Introduction
1.
In our studies of the experiential blessings of salvation, we are presently considering the blessing of sanctification. 

2.
And as I have mentioned in our last study, sanctification in the Bible has three stages: 1) Definitive Sanctification – Sanctification Began – the Radical Cleavage 2) Progressive Sanctification – Sanctification Continued – the Gradual Process 3) Completed Sanctification – Sanctification Finished – Glorification. 

3.
Last week, we considered the first stage – Definitive Sanctification. Now we move to the next stage….

VII. SANCTIFICATION – PROGRESSIVE
 At conversion, we are once-for -all sanctified and remains in that state of being sanctified (1Cor. 1:2; 1Cor 6:11). By virtue of our union with Christ in His death, we, at conversion, die to the dominion and reign of sin and cease to be slaves of sin. And by virtue that union with Christ in His resurrection, we, at conversion, are made alive to the dominion and reign of righteousness and becomes a willing slave of God and of righteousness (Rom 6). However, sanctification does not end there. That is only the beginning. Another aspect of sanctification is progressive sanctification or sanctification continued – the gradual process.  And in dealing with this subject, let me do so under six headings.

A.
The Reality of Progressive Sanctification

1.
And here, let us, first of all, look at Paul’s letters to the Corinthians

a.
1Cor. 1:1-2 (READ) - “have been sanctified” – perfect participle passive - action completed in the past but the effects of which continues to the present. - “ have been sanctified and remains in that sanctified state”. So this refers to a definitive and once-for-all sanctification that occurs at conversion.

b.
However, although Paul speaks of this definitive and once-for-all sanctification that these Corinthians have undergone, note what He later writes to them  in his second letter - 2Cor 7:1 (READ); 2Cor 3:18 (READ). 

c.
So although these Corinthian Christians have already been sanctified, and yet there are also still in the process of being sanctified – becoming more and more like God in holiness and righteousness.



2.
And what we find in Paul’s letters to the Corinthians we find also in his letter to the Romans.  

a.
Rom 6:1-2 (READ) - “died to sin” – aorist indicative - past completed action - not dying to sin but  died to sin - died to dominion and reign of sin and made alive to the dominion and reign of righteousness by virtue of union with Christ.

b.
And yet, what does Paul say later to these same Christians? Rom 8:12-13 (READ)- “putting to death” present indicative active. Rom 12:2 (READ) - “be transformed” – present imperative - “be continually transformed”. So although these believers have died to sin’s dominion in definitive sanctification; and yet they are still undergoing the gradual process of being sanctified. 

B.
The Necessity of Progressive Sanctification

If Christians have been sanctified, why is it necessary for Christians to still be progressively sanctified? Two factors necessitate progressive sanctification.

1.
The first factor is the reality of remaining sin.

a.
At conversion, a Christian dies to the dominion and reign of sin, and is made alive to the dominion and reign of righteousness. However, this does not mean that sin, as a principle, has been completely removed from the heart of a Christian. Sin no longer reigns but it still remains in the heart of every child of God. And this factor necessitates the ongoing process of sanctification.

b.
 Scriptural texts

 Rom 6:12 (READ) - Clearly implied here is that sin, as a principle, still remains in every child of God. The reality that a Christian has died to the dominion and reign of sin and has been made alive to the dominion and reign of righteousness, by virtue of his/her union with Christ, does not mean that the principle of sin has been completely removed or eradicated from him. And that principle of sin that remains will still do what it can to gain back its control. Thus, there is a need for the ongoing process of sanctification. Like the Japanese soldiers, after the Philippines have been liberated from Japanese control, still engaged in a guerrilla type of warfare and tried to gain back control, so also sin, after its reign has been broken, will still try to gain back its control. Thus there is need for on-going sanctification which can be likened to a mopping up operation after the war has been decisively won. 

 Rom 7:21 (READ) - NASB unintelligible – Better translation:  “ I discover, then, a law ( or a principle) that when I would do what is good, with me is evil present” When a Christian seeks to do what is good and pleasing to God, then the principle of evil is there present with him to oppose that desire and intention to do good. Thus there is a need for the ongoing process of sanctification. 
 Rom 13:14 (READ) - The lust of the flesh is still very real even in the child of God. At conversion, its dominion is broken, but its presence is not completely removed. Thus there is a need for the ongoing process of sanctification.
 Gal. 5:16-17 (READ) - Clear from this is that although the Holy Spirit dwells in the heart of the child of God, and yet, the flesh still remains in him. Thus there is an ongoing battle within against the flesh and the Spirit. Now this reality necessitates the on-going process of sanctification.
2.
Another factor that necessitates progressive sanctification is the reality of long- developed-habits-of-sin.

a.
The Scriptures teaches that all of us are born in the state of sin and that all the seeds of corruption are within us. Ps 51:5 - “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” Mr 7:21-23 - “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.”

b.
However, if a particular sinful inclination is indulge, then it strengthened and becomes a habit. Listen to 2Pet 2:14 - “trained in greed” – perfect participle passive – act accomplished in the past, the effects of which continues to the present - having indulged their covetous inclinations, they have, in that sense, been trained in greed. And the same is true of lying, lust, sins of the tongue, pride, etc. 

c.
Now at conversion, all those sinful habits formed even from childhood are not immediately removed. They are effectively dealt with that a Christian need not be dominated by it - yes! But they are not entirely removed. Thus, there is a need for the ongoing process of sanctification, replacing those sinful habits with godly ones. 

C.
The Agents of Progressive Sanctification

1. Now it is here that the Devil will do all he can to confuse us. Because if somehow he can get us confuse in this matter, we won’t make much progress in sanctification. There are those who say that progressive sanctification is all up to us. 

a.
God, they say, has already given us everything we need for life and godliness, and therefore, all we need to do is roll up our sleeves and go to work that we might become more and more holy. 

b.
But this cannot be what the Scriptures teach. For the Bible teaches that progressive sanctification is a work that God does in us. 1Thess 5:23 (READ) - Who is it that will sanctify us? God - that is His work; thus Paul prays that God will continually sanctify believers in Christ. Heb. 13:20-21 READ - Who is it that equips us believers for every good work? God. Who is it that works in us that which is pleasing in His sight? God. Progressive sanctification is a work of God.

c.
And this biblical truth is so important because self-reliance will cripple us in the work of sanctification and it will also make us boastful of whatever progress we made.  Jeremiah 17:5  (READ)- ‘Thus says the LORD, -Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind And makes flesh his strength, And whose heart turns away from the LORD.” If we trust in ourselves and in what we can do, then our heart will depart from the Lord. And that will bring upon us the curse of God. In the work of progressive sanctification, our trust and dependence must be in God.

2.
However, there are also those who go to the other extreme and say that progressive sanctification is all the work of God and that we have no part in it.

a.
The slogans that captures this teachings are “Let God and let God”, “Stop striving and start yielding”, “Don’t do anything let God do everything”. And the idea is that if you do something in this progressive work of sanctification, then you are no longer relying in God but in yourself.

b.
But this teaching cannot be right either. For the Bible clearly teaches that progressive sanctification is work that a Christian must do and be actively engage in. 2Cor 7:1 (READ). Heb 12:14 (READ) “Pursue” -present imperative active verb – and the word means “run after” (Lu 17:23).  1Tim 4:7-8 (READ) - “discipline”- imperative present active verb-  word used for the kind of activity and training athletes go through - it implies daily and sustain  activity and effort. 

3.
So what then does the Bible teach about the agent of progressive sanctification? In a real sense, progressive sanctification is both the work of God and the work of Christians. It is not just the work of God, nor is it just the work of the Christian. It is both the work of God and the work of the Christian. But what is God’s part and what is man’s part? Well, the Bible describes the relationship in two ways.

a.
First, it is wholly a Christian’s work but God supplies the strength to do it.  

 Key Text:  Phil 4:13 (READ). “by all things” Paul in the context (4:12) is talking about learning to be content in whatever situation he finds himself in, and therefore, he is talking about progressive sanctification.  And note that Paul here does NOT say that Christ will do it for him; he is the one who does it. Nor does he say that he and Christ will share half and half the work; he says that he alone will do it. However, the strength that will enable him to do it comes from Christ and Christ alone, and not his own. IOW, he was the one who had to learn to get by in whatever situation he finds himself. And yet he also says that he is able to do it through the strength that Christ’s supplies.

 Illustration:  Think of a log that would be impossible for you to carry. God will not lift the log for you, nor will be even share the weight with you by letting you carry one end and He carry the other end. But what God does is to let you carry the whole log by supplying you the strength to do it.  

 Illustration: This is beautifully illustrated in Christ’s work of healing a man with a withered hand – Mt 12:10, 13 (READ). Although he had not strength to do it, the man had to, in faith, obey Christ’s command to stretch out his hand. He had to do it. But it was as he sought to do it that Christ gave him the strength to do it. 

 Or listen to the language of John 15:5 (READ). No matter how hard we try, without the strength that Christ supplies, we will never be able to do it. Even the simplest deed of true holiness we cannot do apart from the strength that Christ supplies. 

b.
Secondly, although it is a Christian’s duty to will and work, it is God who works in him both to will and to work - Phil 2:12-13 (READ)

 Note that this verse takes us higher than those we have considered earlier. For here we are not just told to work our salvation (from the standpoint of progressive sanctification) for God will give us the strength to do it. Here we are told to will and do it for God is working in us to will and work of His own good pleasure. So God’s work in not just our doing but even our willingness to do what God wants us in sanctification is something that God is working in us. 

 Now this work of God in us is often beneath the level of our consciousness. We do not wait until we feel God is moving us to will and to work before we ever do anything. But we are to do our duty of working out our salvation from the stand point of sanctification because we know by faith that God is working in us to will and to work what is pleasing in His sight. 

 And this relationship of our work and God’s work is vital. It is vital because it will make us prayerful, humble, and thankful. Ps 119:9-16 cf 33-40 (READ) The Psalmist does not only say that he is committed to keep God’s word, but he also prays that God will incline his heart to do it. 1Cor 15:10 (READ) Paul says that he did it and yet he does not claim the glory of it but ascribes it to God’s glory. 
5.
So the agents of progressive sanctification are both God and the sanctified one. It is wholly a Christian’s work but God must supply him the strength to do it. Moreover, although it is a Christian’s duty to will and work, it is God who works in him both to will and to work.  

D.
The Pattern/Standard of Progressive Sanctification

1. God’s Moral Law

a.
Rom 8:1-4 (READ). Because we are sinful, the law was weak or ineffectual in delivering us from the slavery of sin and of death. But what the law could not do, God did in the saving work of Christ in order that the requirements of the law might be fulfilled in us. So clearly indicated in this is that the standard of holiness for believers in Christ is still God’s moral law. 

b.
And by the law, we do not mean the mere external conformity to it, but the heart and spiritual conformity to it - Mat 5:21-22, 27-28(READ). 

c.
Failure to keep this spiritual conformity in mind was what was wrong the Scribes and Pharisees – Mat 23:27-28 (READ).

2.
God Himself

a.
1Pet 1:14-16 (READ). The conduct we should live should be patterned after God’s. Since the God who called us into fellowship with Him is holy, then we are also to be holy in all our behavior.

b.
Mat 5:48 (READ). This does not mean that in this life, we will ever become perfectly holy. But that is to be the standard we, Christians, are to set for ourselves. We are to be perfect, as our heavenly Father is perfect. 

c.
And this standard should not surprise us because what is our identity as human beings? We are God’s image’s and likeness (Gen 1:26); we are the finite, visible, living representations of the infinite and invisible God. Therefore, if we are to accurately represent Him, we are to be like God in holiness and righteousness.  

E.
The Principal Means of Progressive Sanctification

There are a variety of means to be used in progressive sanctification. However, I wish to focus only on the principal means of progressive sanctification without which the other means will be of value.  And what are those principal means? 

1.
The first is Truth, as revealed by God. 

a.
John 17:17 (READ). Unless we know the truth as revealed by God and learn to think God’s thought after him, we can never be sanctified. The relationships we have, the trials we face, the diverse providences we encounter will never be a means for our sanctification without God’s truth. Therefore, the truth as revealed by God is one principal means of sanctification. Without it, all other means will be useless.

b.
1Peter 2:1-3 (READ). Salvation has to do particularly with sanctification, which is an essential part of salvation. In order to grow with respect to this, Christians are to “long” or “crave” like newborn babes for the word in its purest form. And just as the milk is essential for the growth of the baby, so the word in its purest form is essential for the growth of Christians in the area of sanctification. 

c.
Therefore, never neglect the word. The assimilation of it is essential. We have to know the truth as revealed by God and learn to think God’s thoughts after Him. Without it, all other means for sanctification will be useless.

2.
Faith

a.
Acts 26:18 (READ). Although this verse speaks of definitive sanctification that comes at conversion; and yet, what is true of definitive sanctification is true also of progressive sanctification. Faith in Christ is a primary means to it.

b.
Pink: Sanctification: 195 “Faith is a transforming grace because it causes the soul to cleave unto the Divine Transformer. As it was faith which made us to first lay hold of Christ , so it impels us to continue coming unto Him/ and if the woman who touched the hem of His garment by faith secured the healing of her body, shall not those who cleave to Christ continue obtaining from Him the healing of their spiritual maladies?” 191: “Faith, then, is the instrument of our sanctification. Faith is the eye which perceives the gracious provisions which God has made for His people. Faith is the hand which appropriates those provisions. Faith is the mouth which receives all the good that God has stored up for us in Christ. Without faith it is impossible to please God, and without the exercise of faith it is impossible to make any real progress in the spiritual life (or sanctification)”. 

F.
The Proper Context of Progressive Sanctification

1. And the proper context is the community of the true people of God – the church – 2Tim 2:21-22 (READ).

2. And why is the church the proper context of progressive sanctification? 

a.
It is in the church that we have leaders who keep watch over our souls – Heb 13:17 (READ). 

b.
It is in the church that we are taught God’s word and have godly examples to emulate – Heb 13:7 (READ).

c.
It is in the church that we find wholesome fellowship with God’s people – Heb 10:23-25; Heb 3:13 (READ). 

Conclusion

1.
By way of conclusion, let me say that it is to our best interest that we be clear about what the Bible teaches about sanctification. For confusion in this matter will either cripple us or even destroy us. 

2.
So I would encourage you to master the biblical teaching. 

